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LOUISVILLE #8 

GER Robert Duitsman, Elks #8 Ladies Auxiliary 

President Julie Caffee, and State Sponser Lester 
“Ted” Hess.   Ladies of Elks #8 celebrated their 
100th anniversary during the ladies mid-term con-

vention luncheon in Louisville. A wonderful meal 
was enjoyed by all with a champagne toast. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nicole Sitlinger, turning in drugs along with Detec-
tive  John Sheehan and Joe Petito Lodge # 8 Secre-
tary. This was set up with the help of Steve Moore. 
On October 26th we collected 11 boxes of drugs to-
taling 214 pounds! The community and Lodge really 
came forward to help with the drop off.  

Elks Lodge# 8 Visits  
Radcliff Veterans Center  

Veterans and volunteers from Louisville Elks Lodge 
# 8 celebrated Veterans Day with a visit to the Rad-
cliff Veterans Center. The day was full of stories, 
smiles, friendship and a few tears of joy. Thanks to 
ALL who helped assemble the blankets and deliver 
them. The veterans were so appreciative.  
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STATE MAJOR PROJECT 
Thanks to the bequest from our friend, Jim Bob 
Kevil, we have been able to help 79 families with 
over $46,000 in payments for medical bills and gift 
cards for gas and groceries during treatment.  I can't 
express the gratitude I have received from the fami-
lies and the Social Workers.  I feel we have run Ken 
Hooper ragged with all the trips to Walmart, Kroger 
and the Post Office!  Sorry Ken, but your efforts 
mean the world to the families affected by this terri-
ble disease. 
I am also proud to announce that we have used the 
entire first year's allotment of the JBK bequest!  I 
feel that we will continue to use the entire amount 
each year due to the continued rise in childhood 
cancer diagnosis. 
Finally, my prayer would be that our Major Project 
will someday not be needed.   
Bree’s Blessings has shared the picture below of a 
young lady from Simpsonville who is in active 
treatment. She requested gold Beats headphones.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KY  SPONSOR,   
Lester C. Hess Jr., PGER 
What do the Elks do for Veter-
ans?  Here’s what we do and 
you can be proud of it.   
We have about 600 official Elk 
representatives and deputy rep-
resentatives who make regular 
visits throughout the year to 

more than 300 Veterans Administration facilities 
and State Veterans facilities.  Among other activi-
ties, they conduct bingo for the patients and provide 
toiletries and playing cards.  They provide leather 
gloves for use by Veterans confined to wheelchairs.  
Our latest program is the “Welcome Home Pro-
gram”.  The Elks have partnered with the VA in an 
effort to eliminate Veteran Homelessness.  To show 
that we mean business, the Elks pledged One Mil-
lion Dollars per year for four years to fund this new 
program.  We have already helped 6,000 Veterans 
move into and furnish new homes.  We helped 
countless others secure emergency housing assis-
tance.  In many cases Lodges and individual Elks 
working with these Veterans continue to maintain 
personal contact with them.  
Please get involved with our Welcome Home Pro-
gram.  You can contact Chairman Marty Harbolt of 
the State Veterans Service Committee at the Louis-
ville Elks Lodge.   
And the next time you see any of the dedicated Elks 
who serve as our VAVS representatives and deputy 
representatives, please give them a pat on the back 
and thank them for all they do.  They are Paul Dick-
erson of Newport, Janet Cartwright of Madisonville, 
Sulena Bryant of Frankfort, Brian Kinney of Cyn-
thiana, Tom Armstrong of Lyndon, Cheryl Blake of 
Hopkinsville and Martin Harbolt.  Each of these 
dedicated Elks personifies our motto:  “So long as 
there are Veterans, the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks will never forget them.”   
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STATE PRESIDENT,          
Charlie Martin 

It has truly been an honor to serve 
the Kentucky ELKS Association as 
President for 2019-2020.  Lana and 
I have had many experiences which 
we will cherish for the rest of our 
lives.  Visiting all the Kentucky 
lodges made us realize what a true 

fraternal association we have in Kentucky.  It was 
our pleasure to be with Walter Ice and Jennifer in 
West Virginia and Mike Jack and Jane in Indiana to 
give us a different view and new ideas on how to 
make the KEA better.  
Again, we want to welcome our State Sponsor 
Lester C “Ted Hess, PGER back to Kentucky.  We 
are also honored to have the West Virginia State 
President, Bill Verelst, Jr. and fiancé Mischele Fish-
er as our special guests for this convention. We hope 
all of your enjoy our true southern hospitality.   
Thanks to Florence Lodge #314 for hosting our an-
nual convention and we appreciate all the hard work 
that goes into conducting a convention.  Lana and I 
look forward to seeing everyone.   
Congratulations to incoming State President, Jesse 
Shipp and Mary Kay O’Hara.  The ELKS of Ken-
tucky are proud of you both and wish you a great 
year and safe travels.  
The Kentucky ELKS Association can be proud of 
the current state officers.  We have worked very 
hard to keep our association moving forward and 
deal with the challenges before us.  There is no 
doubt the future of our association is very bright.  I 
want to thank Ted Hess, the Past State Presidents, 
the State Association officers and members for their 
support.  I want to especially thank SDGER, Greg 
Willis for his guidance (and patience) during this 
past year.   
We are in the first year of the Jim Bob Kevil Fund.  
Our association has five years plus a sunset year to 
use the money for Kids with Cancer.  The initial 
process has been slower than I would have liked. 
We have worked with the ENF very closely for their 
approval.  This project is a “Lodge level” project 
where each Lodge has an equal opportunity to use 
the Kevil money in their own communities.  The 
Kids with Cancer Committee will be providing 
more procedural information at the Florence Con-
vention.  Again, Lana and I want to wish Jesse and 
Mary Kay safe travels and a lot of fun.  There will 
be great surprises along the way.  Your year will fly 
by.   

PRESIDENT-ELECT,   
Jesse Shipp 

I want to thank everyone for your 
support and confidence to allow me 
to lead the KEA during the 2020-
2021 year. Kentucky has so many 
wonderful Elks and communities that 
benefit from the charitable works you 
do. Mary Kay and I look forward to 
sharing in your programs throughout the year. 
Everyone keeps telling me how busy and difficult 
the next year will be. However, I believe that with 
the right people around you, a love for what you are 
doing, and the celebrations of the job well done, it 
will be a snap.  
Thanks to your First Lady, Mary Kay and everyone 
who stepped up to serve in a leadership role, I be-
lieve we have the right people around us.  
In my 25 years as a member of the Florence Elks 
Lodge #314, I have admired and love the charitable 
works this organization has done and continues to 
do in order to make the lives we touch and our com-
munities we serve a little better place to live. 
Hopefully Saturday night you will be able to say we 
know how to celebrate our accomplishments and a 
job well done.   Mary Kay and I love you guys and 
look forward to serving. 
 

Kentucky ELKS Youth Activities 
First, I want to thank everyone for the help in get-
ting together the youth parties for the Mid-Year 
Convention last August.  What a great bunch of 
kids.  
Youth activities are in full swing.  Kids are learning 
new words through the Dictionary Project, kicking 
balls in soccer, shooting hoops, writing American-
ism essays, becoming Eagle Scouts and Gold Girl 
Scouts, and waiting anxiously for the Scholarship 
announcement.  What a great time to be involved 
with Kids in Kentucky.   
The Grand Lodge has introduced a JROTC recogni-
tion program.  Go to the GL website to get more in-
formation.  We will tell more about this program at 
this convention.   
It is not too early to begin thinking of recognizing 
the youth for their accomplishments in our commu-
nities.  Youth recognition week is the first full week 
in May.  
As you know, the kids of today will be the leaders 
of tomorrow and will also be the leaders of Elks for 
future generations.  
Charlie Martin, State Chairman 
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1ST VICE PRESIDENT, 
Johnny Jones 

A warm Kentucky welcome to our 
friends from West Virginia, Bill 
Verelst and his fiancé, Mischele.  
We hope the friendships and the 
hospitality are to your liking and 
that you truly enjoy your visit.  As 

always, it will be nice to spend time with our State 
Sponsor, Lester C. “Ted” Hess. 
Many thanks to Florence Lodge #314 for hosting an 
amazing Convention for 2020.  Everyone knows 
and appreciates how much hard work it takes to 
have a successful convention and Florence certainly 
knows how to accomplish this! 
Charlie and Lana Martin—Well Done!  The two of 
you have made us all proud representing Kentucky 
Elkdom.  Good luck to Jesse and Mary Kay as they 
begin what we all know will be an exceptional year 
as President and First Lady of all Kentucky Elks. 
It has been my pleasure to serve the State Associa-

tion as 1st Vice President this year and I look for-
ward with great anticipation to the next year. 
 

 

2ND VICE PRESIDENT,  
Raymond Pauly, Jr. 

Congratulations to PSP Charlie 
Martin and Lana, you did Ken-
tucky proud.  Now it is time to take 
a breath and enjoy the memories.  
Best of luck to our incoming SP 
Jesse Shipp.  I know you and Mary 
Kay will have a good year. 
I visited four Lodges in the East:  Ashland #350, 
Cynthiana #438, Florence #314 and Winchester 
#2816.  I want to thank you for your hospitality and 
the opportunity to talk to the membership about 
Elkdom.  The best part of visiting Lodges is learn-
ing about the works they do in their community.  
Some Lodges can go big while others must find a 
small niche to be effective.  What I discovered is, 
big or small, our Lodges are involved in their com-
munities.  From fundraisers for those in need, to 
working with our veterans to improve their lives, 
what amazing work you do.  We need to be remind-
ed of the good works we do.  Keep your member-
ship informed, get the word out to the community 
and, heck, let the world know! 
Keep up all the good work you do.  See y’all in 
Florence. 

3RD VICE PRESIDENT, Jay 
Mitchell 

Wow, it is time to pass the torch 
once again. February seems to roll 
around much faster these days. 
Yelonda and I would like to con-
gratulate Charlie Martin and Lana 
for carrying the Kentucky Elks As-
sociation torch with such dignity. You have been a 
wonderful State President and First lady!  
Jesse and Mary Kay, this is your time to shine. I am 
looking forward to your awesome convention. We 
can’t wait to see you two take the reins of the Ken-
tucky Elks Association. I know that you will set an 
example that will be used as a model for years to 
come. 
A big Bluegrass welcome to the GOAT State Spon-
sor, Ted Hess and the West Virginia Elks State 
President, Bill Verelst and his Fiancé’ Mischele to 
our Annual State Association Meeting. We hope 
you enjoy our Convention. If there is anything that 
Yelonda and I can do to make your stay with us 
great, we are at your service! 
Thanks for allowing me to be a Kentucky Elks As-
sociation Vice President  

 
STATE AUX. PRESIDENT, 
Mary Kay O’Hara 
It has been a great pleasure being the 
Ladies State Auxiliary President for 
the past year. What a great year with 
Louisville #8 celebrating their 100th 
year and having special guests 
PGER Ted Hess and Grand Exalted 

Ruler Robert Duitsman join in our celebration. 
I would like to welcome PGER Ted Hess and West 
Virginia State President Bill Verelst and fiance 
Mischele Fisher. Congratulations to Charlie and La-
na Martin for a great job this year.  Good luck to 
Jesse in his endeavors this year. 
Thank you to the officers this year 1st Vice Pat Sey-
bold, 2nd Vice Tina Hyde, Treasurer Vicky Pauly, 
Secretary Nancy Petito, Historian Candy Staubach, 
Chaplain Julie Caffee and Auctioneer Daisy Napier. 
Daisy will be retiring as our auctioneer this year af-
ter 20 years, and Vicky will be retiring also as our 
Treasurer after 10 years.  Thank you both for a job 
well done, you will be missed.  Vicky will be re-
placed by Candy Staubach who has big shoes to fill. 
Good luck to Pat this year as the Lady’s State Aux-
iliary President.  Thank you again for letting me 
represent you this year. 
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DISTRICT DEPUTY GER, 
KY West, Ken Hooper 
Dear Kentucky Elks 
Congratulations to our incoming 
State Association President Jesse 
Shipp & Mary Kay. I wish you all 
the best in your adventure this 
year. 
I want to thank the Lodges in the 

west for the hospitality they showed my travel team 
this year during our visits. Thank you to Tom Arm-
strong who served as Esquire, Ron Caffee who was 
my Auditor, and Janet Cartwright as Safety Inspec-
tor. They did a terrific job this year supporting me to 
carry out the duties as District Deputy. 
Hopefully by now the Lodges are starting to imple-
ment the new Grand Lodge accounting system. I 
know PSP Charlie Cunningham has been working 
hard on keeping Lodges informed of continual 
changes to the system. 
I wanted to say thank you again to our State Spon-
sor Ted Hess and the Past State Presidents for hav-
ing the confidence to have chosen me for District 
Deputy. 
Congratulations to PSP Charlie Martin and his wife 

Lana for all of the work they did promoting the 
Kentucky Elks during their travels . 

 
 
Gift of Elkdom helps others, keeps Mem-

bers engaged 
Rick Gathen, PR & Membership Marketing Mgr. 

Elks are profoundly social beings.  We offer count-
less social opportunities and friendships.  However, 
they key to membership retention is to get our 
Members active in our charitable works. 
The gift of Elkdom is the warming of the soul we 
feel when we help those in need, especially children 
and our veterans.  Our state major projects are all 
dedicated to the betterment of the youth of our na-
tion.  Last year alone, our Members served more 
than 677,000 veterans.  But still too often we are 
reluctant to ask Members to volunteer their time, 
especially new Members. 
We need to change the way we think.  The gift of 
Elkdom is a life-changing experience that we must 
deliver. 
But there is a right way and wrong way to ask Mem-
bers to be active.  The wrong way is to talk only 
about the tasks needed.  The right way is to explain 
how good you feel helping those in need, and how 

its terrifically rewarding to volunteer.  The ability to 
bring out the best in people is what makes the Elks 
so popular and respected. 
You can begin to profoundly alter the culture in 
your Lodge by delivering the gift of Elkdom.  Mem-
bers who experience the gift are more likely to re-
main in the Order and be active Elks. 

 
 

 
 
DISTRICT DEPUTY GER, KY 
East, Linda Caldwell 
To All Kentucky Elks and Guests,  
It has been an honor to serve as the 
District Deputy for the East District of 
Kentucky.  I have spent the last few 
months visiting Lodges and learning of 
the good things they do in their com-
munities. In return, these communities 
appreciate all the hard work we do to 
make it a better place.  I want to thank 
my team who made my job much easier: Tina Hyde, 
Safety Inspector, from Tri-County #2826; and Jim 
Staubach, Auditor,  from Newport #273.  I wel-
comed Rick Fryman, from Cynthiana #438,  who 
will be completing the term as District Deputy Es-
quire. Feel free to contact me with any questions 
you may have.  
I want to welcome our special guests to our conven-
tion whom I look forward to speaking with: State 
Sponsor PGER Lester C. “Ted ” Hess, Special Dep-
uty Greg Willis and Geri Willis, and the West Vir-
ginia State President Bill Verelst Jr. and his fiancé 
Michelle Fisher.  We look forward to meeting you 
and spending time with you. 
Thank you to Charlie Martin and First Lady Lana 
for the good year they had serving as State Presi-
dent.  I hope you enjoyed your visits and thank you 
for representing Kentucky well.  Good luck to our 
President Elect Jesse Shipp and Mary Kay O’Hara. I 
hope you enjoy your year.  I know you will make 
Kentucky proud. 
To the committee and members of Florence #314, 

thank you for a great weekend. It is nice to see old 
friends and make new ones while promoting 
Elkdom. Thanks for the great hospitality.  
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Greetings! My name is Leigh Skaggs Ruble and I 
am very excited to have been nominated to be the 
webmaster for  
kyelks.org and also the Newsletter Coordinator.  I 
have no doubt that many of you have seen my hus-
band Mark and I at several conventions and meet-
ings over the past several years. I have been an Elk 
and a member of Frankfort #530 for five years.  I 
have been involved in numerous activities that have 
enriched my membership and am so proud to be a 
part of this wonderful organization and the projects 
that it contributes to.  At this time, the webpage is 
still under construction for ownership to be re-
newed, however as things progress with contact in-
formation and how to get involved in getting your 
Lodge information and activities published and pro-
moted, I will keep the leadership and Lodges in-
formed. I am honored and look forward to the new 
role in the KY Elks Association.  
Leigh Skaggs Ruble 

 
 

Hopkinsville Lodge #545 
It has been a busy fall at Hopkinsville Lodge #545.  
We continue to have our monthly birthday meals on 
the 1st Friday of each month.  Our Veterans Break-
fast on November 9th was successful as always.  It’s 
always great to see the Veterans in their uniforms 
and listen to them talk about old times.  Our annual 
benefit dinner was held on November 30th.  It is a 
big fund raiser for us and made about $2,000.  The 
mandatory Memorial Service was held on Decem-
ber 1st. Charlie Martin conducted the program and 
Robert Crawford provided the music.  We provided 
Christmas baskets of food for ten families on De-
cember 20th.  We had a Lodge get-together on 
Christmas Eve and a New Year’s Eve party when 
the Wagon of Cheer was given away.   
We continue to work on the GL programs including 
Americanism, Hoop Shoot, Scholarship and 
JROTC.  We will honor these kids the first week of 
May 2020.   
The Woodmen of the World donated $1,000 to-
wards the purchase of winter coats for veterans at 
the Pennyroyal Veterans Transition Center.  Cheryl 
Blake coordinated this effort. 
In closing, Lana and I want to thank Hopkinsville 
Lodge #545 for your support during my year as 
State President.  It’s been a lot of work and travel 
but well worth the journey.     
Sincerely and Fraternally, Charlie Martin 
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Hoop Shoot Finalist Emulates Dad 
Wayne Bower developed plenty of grit in route to the 2019 Hoop Shoot National 
Finals. But, he  might’ve learned a bit about grit, and now gratitude, from his dad, 
too.  “The Elks Hoop Shoot was like a religion in our family”, said Jacob Bower, 
Wayne’s dad.   
Jacob is the youngest of five boys, all  of whom competed in the Hoop Shoot.  
Jacob’s father, who died when Jacob was 3 years old, encouraged his older sons to 
participate.  They continued their father’s legacy.  Jacob competed every year from the time he 
was 8 and won the National Championship in 1997.   

Jacob loved his Hoop Shoot experience, and so did Wayne.  As Wayne advanced, he traveled to Portland, Ore-
gon, and Chicago—places he’d never been.  “It reminded me about all the good experiences I had with the 
Hoop Shoot”, Jacob said.  “As I researched my Lodge and saw how much they give to the community by help-
ing others, especially kids and veterans, something inside me told me I needed to join.” 
Jacob submitted his application to join Nampa, Idaho Lodge #1389 before the 2019 National Finals.  “It’s just 
something I believe in”, Jacob said.  “Getting involved in it has been so exciting.  I just love everything about 
the Elks.”   
The Bower family regularly attends the Nampa Lodge’s Friday night dinners, and Jacob plans to promote 
Lodge opportunities, like the ones he and Wayne received, to others in the community.  He already volunteers 
with Hoop Shoot and hopes to direct the Lodge contest one day.   
“I really believe this is one of the best events kids can be involved in”, Jacob said.  “The Elks have done so 
much for my family and now for Wayne.” 

http://kyelks.org/


 

 

 Ashland #350 
On Saturday September 14, the Lodge held their 
first Golf Scramble to benefit Kids With Cancer, it 
was a success and every one had a great time! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Members of the Lodge Veterans Committee passed 
out backpacks full of supplies and grilled out for 

those who participated in the Huntington, WV Vet-
erans Stand Down on September 18. The event was 
sponsored by the Hershel Woody Williams VA 

Medical Center in Huntington, WV. Over 200 veter-
ans, spouses, and caregivers were in attendance.  

The Ashland Elks Veterans Committee attended a 
similar event in Ashland on October 2.  Pictured is 
the Veterans Committee filling backpacks with 

snack and toiletries. 

 

NEWPORT #273 
Happy Winter to all!  We have had some busy 
months since we last met in August.  Our Golf Stag 
was another sell-out and a huge fund-raiser for our 
Scholarships and charities.  We held dances, karao-
ke Fridays, and our normal Fish Fry and Wednesday 
dinners have kept us all well fed and social. 
The Turkey Raffle was busier than it has been in the 
last few years and the many volunteers in the kitch-
en and on the sales floor really made it a successful 
and profitable event. 
We have qualified for three Grants this year for our 
work in Campbell County.  We are participating in 
the Community Baby Shower with our Brighton 
Center in Newport this month.  We will also be 
working with the Barracks Project for the homeless 
veterans and will help to supply them with hygiene 
items.  Lastly, we will also spend time with New-
port Primary Education in a festival to pre-register 
their kindergarteners for the fall.  We will have a 
petting zoo, hot dog grill station, backpacks with 
school supplies and plan to have the Drug Aware-
ness Trailer in attendance for their older siblings.  
We will have many pictures to share on the 
webpage and the next newsletter. 
We have initiated/reinstated 22 members since Oc-
tober and still have a few to initiate before April 1st.  
We continue to reach out to our delinquents to let 
them know they are a valued member of our Lodge. 
Until next time, stay warm and safe during these 
cold snowy months. 
Vicky Pauly, Lodge Secretary 
 
 

Chairperson Report due via CLMS2Web 
Grand Secretary, Bryan R. Klatt 

After the election of Lodge Officers in February and 
before April 15, the Secretary must complete the 
2020-2021 Lodge Committee Chairperson Report in 
CLMS2Web and confirm acceptance.  In January, to 
assist in compiling the needed information, a work-
sheet was mailed to the Secretary.  Remember: 
This information is to be filed via CLMS2Web.  
Please do not mail to Grand Lodge or your District 
Deputy.  With the pending automatic submission of 
the Annual Membership Report, all membership 
activity must be entered in CLMS2Web by 
11:59PM on March 31.  What does that mean?  All 
membership records (additions, drops, and deaths) 
must be finalized.  If not, the Lodge membership 
total will be out of balance. 
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Florence #314 
The Florence Elks would like to welcome you to the 
2020 Kentucky Elks State Convention.  Along with 
preparing for this year’s convention, the Florence 
Elks have been busy with lots of other projects as 
well. 
We hosted a couple new projects this year.  A Vet-
erans picnic was held in the back lot. Veterans were 
brought in for a grilled lunch and a day of 
games.  Another new event this year was a canoe 
trip for the Members. A day of fun and sun on the 
water. A good time was had by all.  A “Salute to 
Heroes and Hot Rods” car show was held at the 
lodge.  A wide range of classic cars were entered. 
Veterans were also able to take a ride in some of the 
classic cars on site that day.   
Teaming up with our sponsored Girl Scout troop, 
we held a Car Wash fundraiser. Had a great turn out 
and the funds raised went directly to the girls to help 
purchase needed supplies.  Our Soccer Shoot was 
held in September, with a record number of students 
competing.  We are proud to have 5 represent the 
Florence Elks at State.  Our 9/11 Ceremony was an 
emotional night as we honored those who gave their 
lives that fateful day. Also, in September, we held 
our annual Golf Outing at Fairway Golf Course.  11 
teams played and over $4000 was raised for our var-
ious charities.  I am proud to announce that Florence 
Lodge #314 surpassed the goal of the Grand Lodge 
for donations toward the restoration of the Pearl 
Harbor Memorial. 

As part of the back-
pack program and 
utilizing part of the 
Promise Grant, we 
collected school sup-
plies for three of the 
local elementary 
schools. One school 
received an added 
bonus of much need-
ed clothes. Along 

with the supplies, our Auxiliary also donated $200 
to one of the schools.   
The event that everyone looks forward to every year 
is the HE/SHE Dance. This event is held to raise 
funds for Camp Quality Kentuckiana. For the 
4th year in a row, we are pleased to report that we 
raised over $2100.  A check was presented to Eddie 
Bobbitt, Director of the camp. 

The holidays are always our busiest time of 
year.  Our 2nd annual Pie in the Face fund raiser and 
canned food drive was a huge success. We put to-
gether and delivered 24 Thanksgiving Baskets to the 
local schools.  Instead of our usual Veterans Day 
Ceremony, 13 Veterans from the local VA were in-
vited for a lunch and backpack full of personal care 
items.  Angel Tree is one of our biggest events of 
the year. This year did not disappoint. Over 125 tags 
were filled so that the kids would not miss out on 
having a great Christmas this year. A portion of the 
Spotlight Grant was used to deliver 50 Thank You 
Baskets to the Cincinnati Domiciliary.  92 hand-
made blankets and Thank You cards were also de-
livered. We also held a Winter Picture 
event.  Families could bring their children in and 
have their picture taken with Santa, Anna, Elsa, 
Olaf and even The Grinch.  The Members had so 
much fun, this will become an annual event. We 
sent five shooters to Cynthiana to compete in the 
District Hoop Shoot Finals. 
2020 will be a banner year. Not only will our own 
Jesse Shipp be sworn in as the new Kentucky Elk 
State President, but there is an added excitement as 
the Florence Lodge celebrates 125 years of Elkdom. 
In honor of this occasion, we are selling t-shirts 
commemorating the milestone. If interested, please 
contact Tony Mason for more details. 
Turkey/Ham Raffles, Tuesday Night Auxiliary Din-
ners, Chili Cook-offs, Football Sundays, and other 
weekly events ensure that there is always something 
going on at the Florence Elks. 
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PADUCAH #217 
“Cajun Corn is a Hit at BarBQ on the River” 
Fire up those grills for the 25th year of BarBQ on the 
River in Paducah.  The last week of September is 
the annual date of the biggest and best BBQ festival 
in Kentucky.   
BarBQ on the River is a community charitable event 
for all.  Can you think of a better way to spend an 
early fall weekend than enjoying great BBQ, lively 
entertainment, exceptional crafts, a charming down-
town setting and a great time with 40,000 of your 
closest friends?   
This event is a smoke-filled weekend in Paducah, 
with 35 plus BBQ teams cooking over 80,000 
pounds of pork and chicken in hopes of becoming 
the Grand Champion of Western Kentucky.  But 
most important, along with delicious food and fabu-
lous fun, you will be helping  many of our local 
charitable organizations. 
This year we were especially happy to have working 
along with us our State President Charlie Martin and 
his wonderful wife, Lana.  They were both so ener-
getic and inspiring to all of our members who were 
working the booth on Saturday.  After a hard days 
work, everyone gathered at the Lodge for a celebra-
tion banquet and fellowship with good friends. 
There is sooo much work that goes into this entire 
event that it is impossible to name all the people 
who have made our success a reality.  But a great 
group of people from Elks 217 always pulls togeth-
er. From our Booth Brigade who sets up and tears 
down the corn booth; the professional Shuckers who 
give us corn for the pots; our Top Chef Cookers 
who work their magic with our secret Cajun recipe; 
and all of those energetic servers and waiters who 
keep the lines moving for our delicious corn-on-a-
stick made us the top selling side dish at the festival  
for the 24th year! The efforts of all these groups are 

just one example of our community spirit! 
Cooking Corn 

for a Great 
Cause!  PSP 
Pete Slankard 

and State Presi-
dent Charlie 

Martin are pre-
paring Cajun 

Corn for the 
Elks Lodge 217 booth at BarBQ on the River festi-
val in Paducah.  This year marks the 24th year for 

the Elks to support our charitable causes with this 
event. 

KY Elks State Soccer Report 

On November 3rd, KY Elks held their State Soccer 
Shoot at Northern KY University in the A.D. Al-
bright Health Center.   Afterwards, families went 
back to Newport Lodge for lunch and awards.   I 
want to thank everyone who helped from the prepa-
ration, to the actual participation in the event that 
made it go smoothly.  It was very much appreciated.  
In two weeks, the state winners travel to York, PA 
to compete in the Mid-Atlantic Regional Soccer 
Shoot. Our state champions compete against state 

winners from Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Mary-
land, Delaware, and New Jersey. This year, the U16 
age group was added to give more children a chance 

to participate.  KY champions competing are: 
 
GIRLS 

U8     Finleigh Schneider – Louisville #8  
U10   Alexis Technow – Florence #314  
U12   Ashdyn Duggar – Madisonville #738  
U14   Yessenia Baraka – Louisville #8  
U16   Karelynn Cavanaugh – Madisonville #738 
BOYS 

U8     Elijah Francis – Florence #314.            
U10   Nash Tapp – Madisonville #738          
U12   Anthony Rico – Louisville #8.               
U14   Logan Terry – Madisonville #738      
U16   Gavin Lear – Madisonville #738 
High Scorers were Alexis Technow from Florence 
and Gavin Lear from Madisonville. 
  
As reported earlier, the competition has been moved 
to York, PA mainly due to cost.  Apparently, they 
are working on the Mid-Atlantic to be held in PA 
for the next few years although it is still in the 
works. I want to welcome Madisonville for partici-
pating in the West and Frankfort for returning to the 
East.  As we increase the number of Lodges who 
participate in the program, it makes KY more com-
petitive by having more kids participate throughout 
the state. 
I want to thank Tina Hyde from Tri-County and 
Greg Swinney from Louisville #8 for being District 
Soccer Directors. Also, thank you to everyone who 

has helped me through the years with the State Soc-
cer Program.  Jim Staubach will be running the State 
Soccer Shoot so please give him the support which I 

have been afforded the last 8 years. 
Linda Caldwell, PER, State Soccer Chair  
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DRUG AWARENESS NEWS 

The 2020 Lodge year is upon us and State Conven-

tion is fast approaching.   As you set your Lodge 

Calendars for the next year try and find time to add 

Drug Awareness activities to your busy schedules.   

It is never too early to start talking to your local 

schools get on their schedule.  Reach out to your 

local DEA and Law enforcement office to see if 

they will cooperate on a Drug Take Back program 

or if they have a program you can join.  Each Lodge 

should have a minimum of ONE DAP activity per 

month.  REMEMBER TO REPORT EVERY EF-

FORT ON CLEMS FORM 1801 and SEND A 

COPY TO ME BY EMAIL OR POST.   

Are you sensing a theme?  Take that one step out-

side of your comfort zone and expand your pro-

gram, get the word out to the community that the 

Elks are alive and well and ready to help wherever 

we can. 

Remember the DAP is not an annual event, but 

rather a continual opportunity to improve your 

community and your Lodge.   If you can make a 

difference in the life of even one child in your 

community, we have succeeded. 

 

Current Drug Awareness Contacts: 
Steve Moore, PER West        Clyde Ramey Jr, PER East 
PO Box 221376                    7278 Country Brooke Dr. 
Louisville, KY 40252           Ashland, KY  41102 
502-648-5901         606-232-0365 
kydap@yahoo.com       clyde.ramey@clarkspns.com 
 
East Trailer        West Trailer 
Patia Hanlin, PER                 Gerda Martin, PER 
3767 Mt. Sterling Rd        661 Seminole Drive 
Winchester, KY 40391          Madisonville, KY  42431 
859-595-0702                        270-825-0760 
gerdamartin@att.net              phan10@uky.edu 
 
Steve Moore,  Ky DAP Chairman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

~~~ Freedom of Speech ~~~ 
Freedom of speech is just one of the many freedoms 
we enjoy as Americans. As we all know, our free-
doms do not come without cost. They have been 
fought for by the men and women who have served 
in our armed forces and they are protected by our 
government.  Being able to voice our opinions with-
out threat or harm is a priceless freedom to have.  
There are times when we should listen to other opin-
ions closely, to help us understand, before we speak.  
Speech is valuable and we should use it wisely, not 
to harm or diminish others.  America was built on 
the wisdom of our forefathers who wrote the Consti-
tution and the Declaration of Independence which 
are still protecting our freedoms today.  Be kind, be 
thoughtful, be helpful and charitable with your spo-
ken word.  
ELKS DO!  
Gary Hayden, Americanism Chairman 
 

 

MIDDLESBORO NEWS 
We donated 40 food baskets to Christian Coopera-

tive Ministries for delivery to the needy in our com-
munity this past Christmas season.  Pictured below 
(L-R): George Browning, Tommy Harrell, Odell 

Parker, Jerry Bolinger, Eric (CCM Manager) and 
Brian Bolinger. 
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Greetings from Cynthiana Elks Lodge! 
We have been very busy since August.  

We gave away Dictionaries to all 
3rd graders in Harrison County 
in November. The kids look for-
ward to this every year.  Pictured 
are two 3rd graders with Michael 
Crump, Rick Fryman and Edgar 
Hampton. 
 
At the 

Mid-Year Convention in 
Louisville, we proudly re-
ceived the All-American 
Lodge Award.  Pictured with 
GER Duitsman and Chair-
man Ron Caffe are ER Jim 
Smith and Leading Knight 
Steve Anderson. 
On December 3rd we held our annual Christmas 
dinner for the Senior citizens in Harrison County. 
We played some bingo and passed out door prizes to 
20 lucky people. Our Lady Elks held their annual 
Kids Halloween dance in October and Breakfast 
with Santa in December. All kids and grandkids of 
Elk members that came received a toy and candy. 
The Lady Elks also made a donation of blankets to 
Grand Haven nursing home in Harrison County. 
Coming up in February they will hold a Kids Valen-
tines dance in the Lodge basement. 
Here in Cynthiana we try to give as much as we can 
back to the community. We held a Quarter Auction 
for the Kids with Cancer, Make-A-Wish Foundation 
and people that are in need of help. We support all 
local high school sport teams and other Civic organ-
izations in Cynthiana. We have been the sponsor of 
the Elks little league team since the 1960’s. We do-
nated to the Veteran Wreath project to help ensure 
that all Veterans at the Veteran’s cemetery had a 
wreath at Christmas. 
Our Lodge was the hospitality host for the State 
Hoop Shoot in Frankfort on February 7th and 8th. 
It’s always a great time! 

 
Until next time, 
we’ll see you at 
the State Conven-
tion! 
 

 
 

Cynthiana VAVS 
The Lodge had their annual fish fry for the veterans 
and public safety officials.  We had 112 veterans, 
with 30 of them coming from the Lexington VA 
Health Care System on Leestown Road.  We fed 
202 in all.  We also displayed our New POW-MIA 
Table which will be on permanent display in the 
Lodge.  Thank you to all the volunteers who made 
this such a success.  Thank you to Jeff Kinney’s 
History class for the veteran presentation.  We got a 
lot of thank you’s as everyone was leaving. 

A special family is memorializing their loved one 
through donations this holiday season. Partnering 
with the Lodge, The Cynthiana Cheese Store, 
and #ButlerWhatNots, Ms. Carolyn Bennett honors 
her husband “Doc” by financing nearly 40 Christ-
mas boxes for our Veterans.  Pictured is Brian Kin-
ney, Lexington VAVS Rep, presenting one of the 
gift boxes to Navy Veteran Gregory Jones. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Lodge used part of their Beacon Grant received to 
provide lunch (from City BBQ with all the fixings) and 
music to the veteran inpatients at the Lexington VA Hos-
pital on October 19th.  We got a lot of thank you’s from 
the patients and staff.  It was enjoyed by all. 
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR KENTUCKY ELKS: 
    August 6-9, 2020 Mid-Year Meeting, EAST 
    February 2021  State Convention, Marshall County 
    August 5-8, 2021 Mid-Year Meeting, WEST 
    February 2022  State Convention, Newport 
    August 4-7, 2022 Mid-Year Meeting, EAST 
    February 2023  State Convention, Henderson 
    August 3-6, 2023 Mid-Year Meeting, WEST 
    August 1-4, 2024 Mid-Year Meeting, EAST 
 
 

 Future Grand Lodge Conventions: 
 July 5-8, 2020   Baltimore, MD 
 July 4-7, 2021   Tampa, FL 
 July 3-6, 2022   Atlanta, GA 
 July 2-5, 2023   Minneapolis, MN 
 

 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT EDITION OF  
KENTUCKY ELKS NEWS —  July 8, 2020 

GRAND LODGE  REPRESENTATIVES & COMMITTEE 
STATE SPONSOR:  Lester C. Hess, Jr., PGER 

SPECIAL DEPUTY GER:  Greg Willis 
DISTRICT DEPUTY GER, KENTUCKY EAST:  Linda Caldwell 

DISTRICT DEPUTY GER, KENTUCKY WEST:  Ken Hooper 

 
KENTUCKY ELKS ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT:  Charlie Martin /  PRESIDENT ELECT:  Jesse Shipp 
1ST VICE PRESIDENT:  Johnny Jones /  2ND VICE PRESIDENT:  Ray Pauly, Jr. 

3RD VICE PRESIDENT:  Jay Mitchell /  SECRETARY/TREASURER:  Ken Hooper 
CHAPLAIN: Helen Rosenbaum /  TILER: Richard Rosenbaum  

SGT-AT-ARMS: George Hager 
TRUSTEES:  Bob Mitchell, PSP, Skip Saunders, PSP, Bill Patterson, PSP 


