
INFORMATION FOR LODGES CONCERNING THE APPLICABILITY OF 

FEDERAL RELIEF FUNDS UNDER THE CARES ACT & OTHER 

FEDERAL COVID-19 RELIEF PROGRAMS 

 

Attached is a detailed explanation, but here are the “takeaways” for the most common questions: 

1. Do any of the new emergency aid or loan packages provide assistance to our 

Lodges? Lodges will not qualify for aid unless they operate a “for profit” business with 

very rare exceptions. 

 

2. What happens if my Lodge submits a loan application and it is approved? 

If your Lodge submits an application that falsely represents its status or classification, the 

Lodge will have to repay the loan if it is granted and the officer who filed the false 

application could face bank fraud charges. If you are not sure of corporate status, contact 

your State Sponsor or area Committee on Judiciary member. 

 

3. If my Lodge operates a “for profit” business how do we apply? 

Consult Section III of the attached memo for more information regarding both the loan 

application process and the limitations on how the loan proceeds are to be used. 

 

4. If one or more of our Lodge's employees is unable to work due COVID 19 issues, do 

we have to pay the employee?   That depends on the specific reason your employee is 

unable to work.  If your employee is unable to work due to a layoff for lack of work or 

due to a government ordered closure, the answer is “No” even if the employee is subject 

to a quarantine order.  If he can’t work solely because he is subject to a specific 

quarantine order, or to care for a minor child who cannot attend school because of a 

shutdown order, the answer is probably “yes”.  However, your Lodge will be reimbursed 

the payroll costs through a federal employment tax credit.  Please consult Section II of 

the attached memo for more detail.  

 

5. Is there anywhere else my Lodge can turn to for emergency help paying bills?   

Maybe.   The answer depends on whether there are any grant or relief programs offered 

by your state or local community.  Under Section I of the attached memo there is a link to 

some of the resources available in the various states.  While not exhaustive, it is a good 

starting point.      

 

6. Do Lodges need to follow the approval process of Grand Lodge Statutes to apply for 

relief? Grand Lodge Statutes apply and lenders will expect to see proof of compliance 

with our laws before approving the relief. A Lodge officer signing an application without 

proper authority could be personally responsible for repayment. State sponsors have some 

discretion and can help with the process.    

(SEE ATTACHED MEMO FOR MORE DETAILED INFORMATION.)  


